


Proper preparation is essential to a successful hive inspection. Before approaching:

● Plan Ahead: Know your inspection goals based on Hooper’s Five Questions 
(checking for space, queen presence, disease, stores, and colony growth).

● Check Weather Conditions: Bees are calmer in warm, calm weather.
● Prepare Equipment: Ensure all tools are ready, including the smoker, hive 

tool, and protective gear.
Clear intentions and preparation minimize disruptions and keep bees calm during 
inspections.









Protective gear keeps you safe and reduces hive disturbance:

● Bee Suit: Full suits are recommended, with elastic cuffs to prevent bee entry.
● Veil and Gloves: Protect face and hands; gloves should balance protection and 

dexterity.
● Boots: Choose footwear that covers ankles to prevent stings in exposed areas.

Proper gear keeps inspections safe and calm, even during extensive handling of 
frames.



Handling stings properly prevents pain and swelling:

● Remove the Sting Quickly: Scrape it out with a fingernail or card to avoid 
squeezing more venom into the skin.

● Wash and Cool: Clean the area, apply a cold compress, and elevate if possible.
● Pain Relief: Use painkillers or apply an antihistamine cream to reduce itching 

and swelling.
Preparedness helps minimize the impact of stings, which are common during hive 
inspections.



A well-equipped toolbox ensures smooth inspections:

● Essential Tools: Smoker, hive tool, bee brush, and queen marker.
● Extras: Lighters, water spray, queen-catching device, and containers for any 

removed material.
Having these on hand allows for efficient work and adaptability if unexpected issues 
arise during the inspection.



The smoker is essential to calm bees:

● Start with Newspaper: Light crumpled paper and place it in the smoker.
● Add Fuel Gradually: Use shavings or other safe materials, creating a steady 

bed of embers.
● Check for Steady Smoke: Ensure the smoker will stay lit, with light puffs 

releasing cool smoke.
Effective smoker use reduces bee agitation and makes inspection easier.



Open the hive carefully to avoid disturbing the bees:

● First Smoke: Puff smoke at the entrance, then wait briefly.
● Remove the Roof and Crown Board: Place the roof upside down nearby, 

inspect for the queen, and apply smoke gently.
● Tool Handling: Keep the hive tool in hand, ready for use to pry open boxes 

without disturbing the hive.
Careful handling sets a calm tone for the inspection and minimizes stress on the 
bees.



The first frame is the trickiest to remove, as it has the least space:

● Create Space: Gently move neighboring frames to create a gap.
● Handling: Lift carefully by the lugs, keeping the frame vertical to avoid spilling 

bees or nectar.
● Inspect: Look for brood, eggs, and other signs of hive health.

Removing the first frame smoothly eases the entire inspection process.



Proper handling prevents damage to comb and bees:

● Rotation: Lift by the lugs, drop one hand, rotate 180°, then lift the opposite 
hand to view both sides.

● Gentle Movements: Avoid shaking or jerking frames to keep bees calm.
● Observe Carefully: Look for signs of brood health, honey stores, and queen 

presence.
This careful handling is key to a thorough inspection and keeps bees from becoming 
defensive.



Maintaining space while inspecting frames keeps bees calm:

● Frame Order: Keep frames in the same order to preserve the colony structure.
● Removing Bees: If bees obstruct the view, a quick shake can dislodge them 

into the hive.
● Using Smoke: Small puffs on the frame lugs help clear bees without excessive 

disturbance.
Maintaining organization within the hive keeps bees oriented and allows for easier 
reassembly.



Properly closing the hive prevents future problems:

● Return Frames to Position: Place frames back in their original order, removing 
any burr comb with the hive tool.

● Reassemble Hive Components: Place the queen excluder (if using) and replace 
the crown board and roof.

● Check for Gaps: Ensure all parts fit snugly to prevent drafts or pests.
A secure hive reduces stress on bees and keeps the colony environment stable.



Keeping detailed records is essential for tracking colony health and progress:

● Record Key Observations: Include queen activity, brood health, stores, and 
any signs of disease.

● Format: Small-scale beekeepers may use a journal, while large-scale 
operations benefit from structured sheets.

● Animal Remedies Record: Keep a log of all medications, as required by law for 
food-producing animals.

Records enable informed decision-making and provide valuable insights over time.







Observing frame contents helps identify colony health and any concerns:

● Healthy Patterns: Look for a balanced mix of honey, pollen, and brood, and 
note the distribution.

● Queen Cells: Single cells may indicate supersedure, while multiple cells 
suggest swarming behavior.

● Pest Signs: Look for any signs of wax moths, varroa, or chalkbrood.
Detailed observation helps prevent issues like disease and swarming, allowing 
proactive hive management.



These slides demonstrate different colony conditions you may encounter:

● Comb Build-Up: Early signs of colony expansion.
● Brood and Honey Distribution: Note honey stores at the top, with pollen and 

brood below.
● Play Cups and Queen Cells: Indicates preparation for swarming or queen 

replacement.
● Pest Indicators: Wax moth traces or varroa treatments (e.g., chemical strips).

Learning to recognize these conditions supports effective colony management.














































